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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


JOSHUA PHILLIPS, 

510 E. 84th St.,#4C 
New York, NY 10028 


Plaintiff, 


v. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY, 

245 Murray Lane, SW 
Mail Stop 0485 
Washington, D.C. 20528-0485 

Defendant. 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) Case No. l:18-cv-2916 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 


COMPLAINT 


1. Plaintiff JOSHUA PHILLIPS files this Freedom of Infonnation Act suit to force 
Defendant U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY to produce various records 
related to the organization and operations of the Office of Intelligence and Analysis ("I&A"). 

PARTIES 

2. Plaintiff JOSHUA PHILLIPS is a journalist and made the FOIA requests at issue 
in this case. 

3. Defendant U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY (“DHS”) is a 
federal agency subject to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

4. This case is brought under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(c)(i) and presents a federal 
question conferring jurisdiction on this Court. 


5. 


Venue is proper under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(B). 
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DEFENDANT’S FOIA VIOLATION 

6. On May 1, 2018, Plaintiff requested from DHS, among other things: records 
regarding downgrading, eliminating, or suspending the homeland threats division mission focus 
on Domestic Terrorism, Homegrown Violent Extremism, and Countering Violent Extremism 
since 2017 and 2018; records related to the April 3, 2018 DHS senior leadership meeting 
regarding how I&A staff proposed to end ongoing analytic inquiries, the reassignment and 
physical relocation of analysts to various DHS components to provide investigative support, 
federating I&A staff, reorganizing I&A, or transferring any of their work to other U.S. 
government agencies, departments, and bureaus; and correspondence with Secretary Kirstjen 
Nielsen regarding the same topics. A true and correct copy of the full request is attached as 
Exhibit A. 

7. On June 12, 2018, DHS responded with an acknowledgment letter, invoking a 10- 
day extension of the request due to the "increasing number of FOIA requests received by this 
office." A true and correct copy of the response is attached as Exhibit B. 

8. DHS has not responded further to the request or produced any records. 

COUNT I - VIOLATION OF FOIA 

9. The above paragraphs are incorporated herein. 

10. Defendant is an agency subject to FOIA. 

11. Plaintiff made a FOIA request to Defendant for agency records of Defendant. 

12. One or more of the requested record are not exempt from disclosure. 

13. Defendant has failed to produce the requested records. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff asks the Court to: 

i. Order Defendant to conduct a reasonable search for records and to produce all 
non-exempt requested records within 90 days of service of this Complaint; 
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ii. Award Plaintiff attorney fees and costs; and 

iii. Enter any other relief the Court deems appropriate. 


DATED: December 12, 2018 


Respectfully Submitted, 
/s/ Joshua Hart Burdav 


Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

Joshua Hart Burday, Bar No. IL0042 
Matthew Topic, Bar No. IL0037 
LOEVY & LOEVY 
311 N. Aberdeen, Third Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60607 
Tel.: (312) 243-5900 
Fax:(312)243-5902 
foia@loevy.com 



